
Versions of Antihumanism: Milton and Others
Antihumanism, a philosophical perspective that critically examines and
rejects the concept of human exceptionalism, has been a significant force
in Western thought for centuries. This essay will explore the concept of
antihumanism, tracing its historical roots and examining its various
manifestations in literary works such as Milton's Paradise Lost and other
contemporary and historical contexts.
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Defining Antihumanism

Antihumanism is characterized by a rejection of human exceptionalism, the
belief that humans are superior or fundamentally different from other beings
in the universe. Antihumanists argue that such exceptionalism is a myth or
an illusion, and that humans are not inherently more valuable or significant
than other forms of life.
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Antihumanism can take various forms. Some antihumanists, such as
existentialists, emphasize the absurdity and meaninglessness of human
existence, while others, such as nihilists, reject any belief in objective moral
values or purpose. Postmodernist antihumanism critiques the humanist
emphasis on rationality, progress, and the individual, arguing that these
concepts are socially constructed and exclusionary.

Antihumanism in Milton's Paradise Lost

Milton's epic poem Paradise Lost provides a compelling example of
antihumanism in literature. The poem depicts the fall of Adam and Eve from
the Garden of Eden, and in ng so, explores the complex relationship
between humans and the divine.

Milton's portrayal of Adam and Eve is far from flattering. They are
presented as weak, flawed, and easily tempted. Their disobedience to God
is seen as a result of their own pride and ambition, rather than any inherent
flaw in human nature.

Through the character of Satan, Milton also critiques the hubris of
humanity. Satan, once a powerful angel, is transformed into a rebellious
and destructive force after his attempt to challenge God's authority. His fall
serves as a warning against the dangers of human ambition and self-
aggrandizement.

Contemporary Forms of Antihumanism

Antihumanist ideas continue to resonate in contemporary thought. The rise
of animal rights movements, environmental consciousness, and challenges
to human exceptionalism have all contributed to the resurgence of
antihumanist perspectives.



Contemporary antihumanists argue that the emphasis on human superiority
has led to environmental degradation, social inequality, and geopolitical
conflicts. They propose alternative ethical frameworks that prioritize non-
human animals, ecosystems, and future generations.

Antihumanism is a complex and multifaceted philosophical perspective that
challenges the traditional view of human exceptionalism. Through its
various manifestations in literature and contemporary thought,
antihumanism prompts us to question our assumptions about human
nature, our place in the world, and our responsibilities to other beings.

By exploring the different versions of antihumanism, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of human existence and the challenges
we face in an increasingly interconnected and fragile world.
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sure thing. However, there are certain investment strategies that can help
to minimize risk and...
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Victor Pelevin's Oxota is a haunting and atmospheric short novel that
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