
Study Guide For Langston Hughes Mother To
Son Poetry For Students
Langston Hughes' poem "Mother to Son" is a powerful and moving
exploration of the challenges and triumphs of motherhood. The poem is
narrated by a mother who is speaking to her son about the difficulties he
will face in life. She tells him that he will have to work hard and that he will
face many obstacles, but she also encourages him to persevere.

"Mother to Son" is a deeply personal poem that draws on Hughes' own
experiences as a black man in America. The poem is a testament to the
resilience and strength of mothers, and it offers a message of hope and
encouragement to all who face adversity.

The main themes of "Mother to Son" are:
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The challenges of motherhood. The mother in the poem is speaking
to her son about the difficulties he will face in life. She tells him that he
will have to work hard and that he will face many obstacles.

The importance of perseverance. The mother encourages her son to
persevere in the face of adversity. She tells him that he must never
give up, no matter how hard things get.

The power of love. The mother's love for her son is the driving force
behind her words. She wants him to succeed, and she is willing to do
whatever it takes to help him.

The following symbols appear in "Mother to Son":

The staircase. The staircase represents the challenges that the
mother and her son will face in life.

The broken neck. The broken neck represents the pain and suffering
that the mother and her son have experienced.

The lamp. The lamp represents the hope and encouragement that the
mother offers her son.

Hughes uses a variety of literary devices in "Mother to Son," including:

Imagery. Hughes uses imagery to create a vivid picture of the mother
and her son's journey.

Metaphor. Hughes uses metaphor to compare the mother and her
son's journey to a staircase.



Symbolism. Hughes uses symbolism to represent the challenges,
pain, and hope that the mother and her son experience.

Irony. Hughes uses irony to create a sense of tension between the
mother's hopes for her son and the reality of the challenges he will
face.

"Mother to Son" is a significant poem in Hughes' body of work. It is a
powerful and moving exploration of the challenges and triumphs of
motherhood. The poem is a testament to the resilience and strength of
mothers, and it offers a message of hope and encouragement to all who
face adversity.

1. What are the main challenges that the mother in the poem expects her
son to face?

2. How does the mother encourage her son to persevere in the face of
adversity?

3. What is the significance of the staircase in the poem?

4. What is the significance of the broken neck in the poem?

5. What is the significance of the lamp in the poem?

6. How does Hughes use imagery, metaphor, symbolism, and irony to
create a powerful and moving poem?

7. What is the significance of "Mother to Son" in Hughes' body of work?

8. What message does "Mother to Son" offer to all who face adversity?

"Mother to Son" is a powerful and moving poem that explores the
challenges and triumphs of motherhood. The poem is a testament to the



resilience and strength of mothers, and it offers a message of hope and
encouragement to all who face adversity.
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Oxota: A Captivating Exploration of Love, Loss,
and the Fragility of Life
Victor Pelevin's Oxota is a haunting and atmospheric short novel that
explores the complexities of love, loss, and the fragility of life....
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