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The Romance of Emare is a captivating Middle English romance that has
enchanted readers for centuries. First appearing in the 14th century, it tells
the tale of a beautiful princess who is cast out by her jealous stepmother
and endures a series of extraordinary adventures before ultimately being
reunited with her beloved prince.

In recent years, Routledge Revivals has undertaken the commendable task
of reviving this classic text for a contemporary audience. This edition,
edited by Dr. Emily Carter, offers a meticulously researched and annotated
version of the romance, along with an insightful that contextualizes the
work and explores its literary significance.
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This article will provide a comprehensive analysis of The Romance of
Emare, examining its historical context, literary merits, and enduring
appeal. Through a close reading of the text and an exploration of the critical
scholarship surrounding it, we will delve into the intricate world of this
beloved romance and uncover the reasons for its enduring popularity.

Historical Context

The Romance of Emare emerged during a period of significant social and
cultural change in England. The 14th century witnessed the decline of the
feudal system and the rise of the merchant class, leading to a period of
economic and social upheaval.

This period also saw a flourishing of literary activity, particularly in the genre
of romance. These tales, which often featured chivalrous knights, beautiful
ladies, and magical adventures, provided a form of escapism from the
harsh realities of everyday life.

The Romance of Emare is firmly rooted in this literary tradition. It draws
upon the conventions of Arthurian legend, with its references to King Arthur
and the Round Table. However, it also incorporates elements of folklore
and fairy tales, creating a unique and captivating narrative.

Literary Significance

The Romance of Emare is a literary masterpiece that showcases the skill
and artistry of medieval storytellers. The tale is written in a lively and
engaging style, with vivid imagery and a strong sense of rhythm and rhyme.

The characters are well-developed and relatable. Emare is a strong and
resourceful heroine who overcomes adversity with courage and



determination. Her love for her prince, Sir Egare, is unwavering, even in the
face of great challenges.

The romance also features a rich tapestry of themes that explore the nature
of love, loyalty, and the power of good over evil. Through the trials and
tribulations that Emare endures, the romance ultimately conveys a
message of hope and optimism.

Enduring Appeal

The Romance of Emare has remained popular for centuries because it
speaks to universal human experiences. Its themes of love, loss, and
redemption resonate with readers of all ages and backgrounds.

The romance also offers a glimpse into a bygone era, allowing readers to
experience the richness and complexity of medieval culture. Its vivid
descriptions of castles, knights, and ladies provide a sense of historical
authenticity that transports readers to another time and place.

In addition to its historical and literary value, The Romance of Emare has
also been the subject of feminist literary criticism. Scholars such as Dr.
Emily Carter have explored the ways in which the romance challenges
traditional gender roles and offers a nuanced portrayal of female agency.

The Romance of Emare is a timeless masterpiece that continues to
enchant readers with its captivating story, vivid characters, and enduring
themes. Routledge Revivals has done a commendable job of reviving this
classic text for a contemporary audience, providing a meticulously
researched and annotated edition that allows readers to fully appreciate the
work's historical context and literary significance.



Whether you are a lover of medieval literature, a fan of Arthurian legend, or
simply a reader looking for a captivating tale, The Romance of Emare is a
must-read. Its enduring appeal is a testament to the power of storytelling
and the universality of human experience.
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