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Asperger's Syndrome, now known as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD),is a
neurodevelopmental condition characterized by social and communication
difficulties, as well as restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior. It is one
of several conditions that fall under the umbrella of ASD, which also
includes autism and pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise
specified (PDD-NQOS).

Individuals with Asperger's often have difficulty understanding social cues
and interacting with others. They may also have restricted interests and
repetitive behaviors. These challenges can make it difficult for them to
function in everyday life.

Symptoms of Asperger's
The symptoms of Asperger's can vary from person to person. However,
some of the most common symptoms include:

= Difficulty understanding social cues

= Trouble interacting with others

= Restricted interests

= Repetitive behaviors

= Sensory processing challenges
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= Executive function difficulties

Diagnosis of Asperger's

Asperger's is diagnosed based on a clinical evaluation. There is no specific
test for Asperger's, but a doctor or other healthcare professional can make
a diagnosis based on the individual's symptoms and history.

To diagnose Asperger's, a doctor or healthcare professional will typically
ask about the individual's social and communication skills, as well as their
interests and behaviors. They may also ask about the individual's family
history of autism or other developmental disorders.

Management of Asperger's
There is no cure for Asperger's, but there are a variety of treatments that
can help to manage the symptoms. These treatments may include:

= Social skills training

= Cognitive behavioral therapy

= Environmental modifications

=  Accommodations

= Medication
The best treatment plan for an individual with Asperger's will vary
depending on their individual needs. It is important to work with a

healthcare professional to develop a treatment plan that is right for the
individual.

Support Systems for Individuals with Asperger's



Individuals with Asperger's can benefit from a variety of support systems.
These support systems can include:

= Family and friends

= Teachers and other school staff

= Therapists and other healthcare professionals

=  Support groups

= Advocacy organizations

These support systems can provide individuals with Asperger's with the
resources and support they need to live successful and fulfilling lives.

Asperger's is a complex condition, but it is one that can be managed with
the right treatment and support. With the help of family, friends, and
healthcare professionals, individuals with Asperger's can live full and
productive lives.
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