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Wilson Young's Dead Man's Poker is a classic Western novel that has
captivated readers for generations. Set against the backdrop of the
unforgiving American frontier, the novel tells the story of Steve Wilson, a
young man who must confront his own inner demons while navigating the
perils of the Wild West.
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Wilson Young wrote Dead Man's Poker in 1927, during the height of the
Western genre's popularity. However, the novel transcends the conventions
of its time period, offering a timeless exploration of the human condition.
Dead Man's Poker is a story about courage, sacrifice, and the search for
redemption.

The Plot

The novel opens with Steve Wilson returning to his hometown of
Deadwood, South Dakota, after a long absence. He is a changed man,
haunted by the horrors he has witnessed during his time away. Steve is
determined to start over, but he soon finds himself drawn into a dangerous
game of poker with a group of ruthless outlaws.

As the stakes rise, Steve is forced to confront his own personal demons.
He is torn between his desire for revenge and his longing for redemption.
The poker table becomes a battleground for his soul, and the outcome of
the game will determine his ultimate fate.

The Characters

Steve Wilson is a complex and compelling protagonist. He is a man who
has seen the worst that humanity has to offer, but he still retains a glimmer
of hope. Steve is a flawed character, but he is also a man of courage and
integrity. He is determined to overcome his past and make a new life for
himself, but he knows that the road ahead will be difficult.

The supporting characters in Dead Man's Poker are equally well-
developed. There is Doc Holliday, the legendary gambler and gunfighter,
who serves as a mentor to Steve. There is also Dakota, a beautiful saloon
girl who falls in love with Steve. These characters add depth and richness



to the story, and they help to make Dead Man's Poker a truly memorable
read.

The Setting

Dead Man's Poker is set against the backdrop of the American frontier in
the late 1800s. This was a time of great change and upheaval, as the West
was being settled by waves of new immigrants. The frontier was a place of
lawlessness and violence, but it was also a place of opportunity for those
who were willing to take risks.

Wilson Young's descriptions of the frontier are both vivid and authentic. He
captures the beauty of the natural landscape, as well as the harshness of
life on the open range. The setting of Dead Man's Poker is an integral part
of the story, and it helps to create a sense of atmosphere and authenticity.

The Themes

Dead Man's Poker explores a number of timeless themes, including the
search for redemption, the nature of good and evil, and the importance of
courage. Steve Wilson is a man who is haunted by his past, but he is
determined to make a new life for himself. His journey is a reminder that it
is never too late for redemption.

The novel also explores the nature of good and evil. The outlaws in Dead
Man's Poker are not simply one-dimensional villains. They are complex
characters with their own motivations and desires. Wilson Young shows
that even the darkest of souls can be capable of love and compassion.

Finally, Dead Man's Poker is a story about the importance of courage.
Steve Wilson faces many challenges throughout the novel, but he never



gives up. He is a reminder that even in the face of adversity, we must
always have the courage to fight for what we believe in.

The Legacy

Dead Man's Poker has been praised by critics and readers alike for its
realism, its suspense, and its timeless themes. The novel has been
adapted into several films and television shows, and it continues to be
taught in schools and universities around the world. Dead Man's Poker is a
classic work of American literature that has stood the test of time.

Wilson Young's Dead Man's Poker is a gripping Western novel that
explores the timeless themes of redemption, good and evil, and courage.
The novel features a complex and compelling protagonist, Steve Wilson,
and it is set against the backdrop of the unforgiving American frontier. Dead
Man's Poker is a classic work of literature that has stood the test of time,
and it is a novel that will continue to be enjoyed by readers for generations
to come.
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